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SEASONABLE and IMPORTANT 


QUERIES, &c. 


Devon, Jan. 6. 1718, 
Mr. MIS T, . 
90 doubting, but that 
pou have a large Acquain- 
dance among the Learned 
Ws in Divinity and Law, I 
have preſumed to addreſs 
my ſelf to You (as the 
| | fitteſt Perſon I could think 
of) in order to procure a ſatisfactory Anſwer 
to. ſome very important Queries relating to 
both thoſe Profeſſions : Or, if your Friends 
ſhoald be ſhy of declaring their Opinions on 

VETO Tags 2” 2 the 


(40 


the following Points, I ſhall hope that ſume 


of your numerous Readers made me: that 
Pu if you will but. vouchſaſe to give 


this Letter a Place in the Next and the fol 


1 ng Weekly Journals... wr wt 
81 The Cherries here. offer d to 1 2 7 Shy 


are grounded (as youll ſee: 
ble Matters of Tad, and divided, 55 
thod fake, into four b alli Heads, 


For the Foundation of the firſt Sort, ben 
pleaſed to obſerve theſe remarkable Poſitions 
and Aſſertions (to which, if there were Oc-- 
cafion, I might add many more of a Ike 
Stamp) extracted from the late Writings of 


ſome eminent Diſſenters. 

Quotation 1. How unfair is it to charge 
45 with Schiſin, in ſeparating from them in 
Great Matters, when they themſelves haue 
ſeparated from others (* viz. Papiſts) for 
much HH Diſſemers No o Schiſmatigks, 


Pag. 

nen 2. The Eyes of the. ae. 
are 2 open nor To ſee, 15 the. little: NA. 
gion lefft in it lyes moſtly among Us, Aoctiifü 
Landing their vaſt Superiority..in "Numbers, 
Peirce's Vindication of the Piſſenters, Et 


face. If God is fo departed from a Church, 


that we ſee litthe of his ſan#ifying Preſenct, - 1 


and as little of his converting Preſence,,, fis 


big b time to think of removing to another \ * 


Church — What End ſoould we ſtay in a 
| Church 


(9). 
Church WIfere Gd is not? A ce this 
Go is departed: Fom, or #ather never was 
preſent in. br where is there any thing 
like the core wing "Preſents of God: in 8 
Church we ſe eps 98 Hom? I do profeſs 1 
never knew one Soul converted 8 N all ny 
Life.” Diſſent. No Schiſimat 4 5 
Quotation 3. Are ſuch Men (che Clergy 
of the Chute, 'of Eng Send fit Y wear the 
Livery W Ref hed Cl rch, or indeed 
of an briſtian Church? Even 4 Pagan, 
who has any Notion of common Hon ſiy, 
might be tempted to ſay, Are theſe by 
ref O YFeſws! Vindication of Plain- 


Dealing, pa 3 3. There have been many © 
who 


Heathens would have bluſbd at the 
Loofeneſs, Debanchery, and Perjury,. with 
which the whole Nation is ſenſible they (the 
Llergy) are chargeable, Peirce Vindicat, 
af the Diſſent. pag. 280. 

Quotation & Fa Minifter ſays, he 
carla ſooner 4 at the Stake, than come 
undey Engagement. to receive the Comms 
menen Douce ling. 1 10 Non · Conformity 
juſtified; * 5th 2 Mm" 

Quotation 5. cant join with the 
Uurch of England in the Lord's Supper, 
becauſe they order every one to kneel at their 


* recerving It.-And becauſe Perſons are al- 


lowed to tome to that Holy Ordmance, to. 


Profit. 
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FM 
bite, than as A Qualification. for their Pla. 
ces? Are not theſe Occaſional Confor Pl 
Aud fpould not ſuch a Law, (Vix. Leſt-AQ) 
be repealed, thai heaps Damnation _upan 
Men? _ Reaſons. for an Union, p. 24. 
5 | Nou, not to take Notice here, that tho 
the truly humble and charitable Mr. Peirce, 
has, in Conſideration of the vaſt Stroke of 
Merit, and prodigious Fund of Religion 4 
mong the Diſſenters, been ſo. kind as to 
leave to our poor indigent Church about the 
Quantity of the Widow's Mite yet a loyal - 
Brother of his has unmercifull Nan ; { 
Mite from us, having in Words at ful q 
| Length plainly excluded all the Members of =: 
f our Church, not only the Generality of. H 

| People, not only the Upper and 10 Þ 
Houſe of Convocation, not only the ox i 


„ nm». Wand wc 0 An Los. 


TS 


and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, not 
| , ; | * . * * # { 4 + | 
| oaly the preſent Miniſtry, but even His . 
| £72 


lber as woll as himſelf, have in eff 


»> „ 


1 
— 
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(FY 
wh, chat alt Ws have the Hotibut to fervs 
His preſent Majeſty in an Office of Truft 
or. "Profit, have 20% ly prof: faned the Holy 
Bl Sacrament. (if not heap Damnation ob 
; themſelves ) (Vid. Gt. 5) = bra d 
I EX) Qualitication | for their 
notto. inlift:on ſuch obvious" and es 
Remarks, I ſhall rather Appeal to the Conſci- 
ences aud common Senſe of ' the moſt. igno- 
ratit and illiterate 8 for an effectual 
Anſwer” to the enſuing” Queries. 
Qu. I. Whether any ienfertchas Jake 
„firm the Church of Englund to be as bad, 
N worfe than the Church of Rome (which 
both we and they acknowledge to be an Ido- 
5 latrout Church) can communicatè with us, 
el in che moſt ſolemn Act of our Worſhip, 
N without a wilful and Em Sin 2 
5 (Vid. ot, 1.) 

Whether it can be thought conſiſtent with 
the Diſſenters | conſtant Pretence of tender 
Conſcience, and their open Declarations at 
preſent, to join! in the Worſhip of a Church, 
upon any temporal Cotifidelation! whatſoever, 
in which, by their on Confeſſion, there is 
little or no Religion left; in which there 1s 
neither the fanttifying, nor converting. Pre- 
ſence f God; of a Church that God is de- 
parted from; or rather never was preſent in? 
And whether they may not juſtly fear the 
immediate * of Heaven, bane 

oul 


rr 


68) 


ſhould dare to bb me near the Tents af. 
an . Society of Men, as they 

Church to bes CVide 
Whether they have the 


cart or the Fan 


to receive the Sacrament from the Hands 


thoſe Clergy whom they have repreſented 2 
—— and E than het 1 
Baal? (Quot. 3 0 
Whether eye by at kf Fu e Had 
ſubmit to the Poſture: of Kneeling! at thekas 
crament, which Mr. Rallimſon, an eminent 
Diſſenting Teacher declared he would ſanner 
die at the Stake than comply. with; An 
which all tlie Diſſenters have — 
as one of the greateſt Pleas for their Seam 
tion, and rh. yet no private Miniſterid 
the Church of England has theileaſt Power 
to diſpenſe: with? (Quoc. 4.) 
Whether, after this, it would not look 
ſomewhat like that Abomination of Deſols- 
tion (ſpoken of by Daniel the Fro 
flanding in the Holy Place; to fee tho 
15 Dillkrren approaching our Altars, 
ty themſelves for Places of Truſt or 
fit, who have ſo /lately and ſo loudly cos- 
demned this Practice in Churchmen, 28 4 
larrid Profænation of that moſt ſacred Orai- 


nauce, and as be aping Damnation upon Men# 
Laſtly, if yet, after. ſuch open and 
Bak Declarations of their * our 


Way 'of Worſlup in general, and of thus 
Practice 


M. 2. 3 at 79 


(9) 
practice in particular, any Diſſenters ſhould. 
deſire to receive the Sacrament as a Teſt, 
whether the Clergy are not ſtill legally im- 
power' d, as well as in Conſcience' bound, to 
ue en FUr. 

'Seconally; That excellent Divine, the lear- 
ned Dean of Chicheſter having largely and 
clearly ſtated the Caſe of refuſing the Sacra- 
ment to ohen and notorious Offenders (Vid. 
Vindic. of ths Corpor. and Teſt- Acts, 2d Ed. 
p. 76, 83.) has, in Anſwer to a vulgar Opi- 
nion, (vx. That a Perſon who loſes a Place 
by being refuſed the Sacrament, may have 
an Action againſt the Curate for Damages) 
jdiciouſly obſerved, That here nneſt be an 
Injury done, as well as a Damage ſuffered, 
to entitle a Man to an Action: And therefore 
lt a Man ſuffer what Damage he will, by 
being refuſed, yet if be were not wrongfully 
refuſed, the Law will give him wo Remedy, 
þ 78, Onere then, fo | be. 
"Ou; II. Whether the Diſſenters, as Schiſ- 
maticks, are not, in the Eye of the Church, 
luch hen and notorious Offenders, as the 
Cergy not only "may, but ought to refuſe 
the Sacrament to? (Vid. Can. 9. 27.) 
Whether the very Act of . does 
not ſuppoſe them ſuch Offenders in Foro hu- 
Nany, however invincible Ignorance, early 
Prejudices, and unfeigned Scruples, may ex- 
cuſe or extenuate their din in Foro Conſcientiæ ? 
B Whe⸗ 
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Whether there is not, in one reſpect, x 
ſtronger Reaſon for refuſing the Sacrament to 
Diſſenters, than to any other notorious Of; 
fenders; ſince the latter may declare to the 
Curate their Repentance, and may promiſe 
Amendment, whereas the former my/t and 
will declare, that they have not repented of, 
and that they will not promiſe to renounce 
their Schiſm, becauſe they think it no din, 
or that they are not guilty of it̃'( 
Whether the late Lord Chief Juſtice Hal; 
ſpoke as a Lawyer, or as a Divine, or. az 
both, when he ſaid, That he Clergy ert 
the proper Judges, appointed by Chriſt, u 
whom they ſhould Pp) Sacraments, or io 
whom they ſhould deny them? (Vid. Life 
and Death of Sir Maithew Hale, p. 41.) 
Whether a Clergyman's acting according 
to the Rubrick, which is confirm d by Act ot 
Parliament, be not acting according to the 
Law of the Land? Whether this particular 
Rubrick, at the End of the Order of Con- 
firmation ¶ And there ſhall none be admitigd 
to the holy Communion, until ſuch time as; ht 
be confirmed, or be ready and deſirous 10 lf 
confirmed | be not ſufficient of it ſelf to ju: 
{tify any Clergyman 1n refuſing; the Sacra: 
ment to Diſſenters? Farther, Whether, the 
Senſe of the Church in her Rubricks is not 
to be interpreted according to what ſhe has 
declared in her Canons? Whether then = 
27 


(11) 


7th, Canon does not give the fulleſt Power 
nl Authority to the Clergy, to repel all, 
Niſſenters from the Sacrament 2 Whether 3. 
Clergyman acting according to the Rubrick 
and Canons in this Cafe, . can be Judged by 
ny other Law now in Being, to have done” 
ny Injury or Wrong to Diſſenters, in refu- 
ins them the Sacrament, unleſs. one Law 
en be ſuppoſed to contradict another? If fo, 
Whether a Clergyman's being liable to be 
ſuſpended, by the Biſhop, for acting contrary - 
to the Rubrick and Canons, and to be fined. 
by the Judge, for acting according to the 
Rubrick and Canons, be not a much harder 
Cafe than any the Diſſenters now complain 
r 
Whether they, who are nom Members of 
the Conſtitution both in Church in State, 
my not reaſonably hope to be eaſed in this 
Particular, as well as they, who have not 
r a Share in either, can expect to be rehe- 
ed in another? h 
in the mean time, ſuppoſing that any Diſ- 
ſenter ſhould commence. a vexatious Suit 
wainft a Curate, for refuſing him the Sacra- 
ment; and ſuppoſing farther (what 1 can nei- 
mer grant nor believe) that any Judge or 
jury ſhould allow Damages to the Diſſenter 
88 the Curate; whether this ought to 
eter the reſt of the Clergy from doing their 
known Duty, and according to their Conſe. 
1 B 2 ence, 
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chef as having ſomething more to fear than 
temporal Penalties,” and Torhethitig more pre. 
cious to regard, than all that this World tan 


boaſt oy? nice wm 
+ Laſtly, Whether that Clergyman can be 
ſuppoled (by the utmoſt Stretch of » Chari. 
99 to act according to his Duty, or accor- 
ing to his Conſcience, that contrary to Ru- 
bricks and Canons, and his own ſolemn Pro- 


miſes, in Contempt of all Order and Diſci 


pline, in Breach of the moſt ſacred Truſt, 
and in Defiance of all Laws divine nnd hu- 
man, ſhall knowingly and wittingly admini- 
ſter the holy Sacrament to Perſons of + an 
oppoſite Communion, declared Sehiſmaticks, 
common and notorious Depravers of the Book 
of Common Prayer, &c. that refuſe to be 
preſent at the publick Prayers, that are ſo 
far from being ready and defirous: to be con- 
firm'd, that they reje& and vilify the Apo- 
ſtolical Inſtitution, fo far from being intor- | 
porated Members of our Church, that ſhef 
does not acknowledge them to be any t 
baptized; fo far from having the fast 
Right or Title to any of her holy Adiiini- 
ſtrations, eſpecially the moſt ſolemn of all, 
that ſhe has in general declared them excom- 
municated zpfo fatto, and in the moſt parti 
cular andexpreſs manner debarred chem. from] 
the Sacrament? Fial. Can, 9. 27.) 


Dil 


"% 


13)) 


But if any Clergy 


man, . notwithſtanding 


alle this, Should: ink Diflenters to the holy 
- Comminnion, before they have renoonred 
their Schiim; Whether ſuch, a one ought 
not by tlie Canons to be ſuſpended by the 


Biſhop for fo doing, and by the Rubrick to 


be debarred from the Sacrament bimſe li, for 


having, by fo evil and unjuſtifable a Deed, 
given publick Offence to the Congregation ? 


(Vid. Cen. 27. and Rubr. before the Com. 


munion; ) 


Thirdly, What Op inion the Diſſenters 


it lately had of the Whings and what they nom 


profe 72 aim at, may be ſeen from the fol- 
lowing notations. 


The Author of The Intereſt of the Whipgs- 
with relation to the IJeſt- Het, charges the 


Whiggs home in theſe Words, for neglecting 
them the laſt Seſſions. Quot. 1. The Whiggs 


are exceeding complaiſant, when they have an 
-* intereſt to ſerve FT Di/l enters, but have 
always 5 a Shift Nabe to forget eve- 
ry thing they had ſaid, as ſoon as their own 
Turn was ſerved, p. 26. And then upon 


Suppoſition, that they would concur with the 
Tories in continuing the preſent Hardſhips 
upon them, he wiſely drops this very re- 
ſpectful Query. Quot 2. And will not thi; 


male them the Diſſenters] Indifferent which 


F them [ Whigg or Tor 7) is uppermoſt e 
P. 29, And that none of his Readers might 
be 


FP tl EP Ir — Ree = 


—— —— — 
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be ignorant what grievous Hardſhips thoſe 
are, that he and his Brethren ſo impatiently 
long to be eaſed of, and what reaſonable; 
and moderate Favours thoſe are, which they; 
expect from the Whiggs, (if they world not 
fix an everlaſting eaſy of themſelves in 
the Minds of the Diſſenters ) he took care 
to explain 'himſelf at the Beginning of his' 
Letter, in this modeſt Wiſh and very humble 

Motion. Quot. 3. Since yon require me to 
ſpeak my Mind freely, I will tell you what is 
my Wiſh, viz. That when the Parliament meets, 

4 Committee may be appointed to enquire what 
Laws have been made in any Popiſh Reign, 

with a Deſign to ſerve that Intereſt, or this. 
the Influence of a Miniſtry, whoſ» Afe@ion 

ro it bas been notorious, This could not fail. 
of having a very good Effect. Nor are we. 
ever like to be delivered from the miſchie- 
vous Conſequences of Popiſh Counſels, while 
choſe Laws are in Force which were the R. 
ſult of them, p. 6. Now what very good: 
Efe&# would follow upon ſuch a gloria 

Reformation of our Laws, I ſhall leave to 6 
our wife Legiſlators and Judges to conſider, 
from what has been long ſince declared by ; 
the Diſſenters themſelves, to be the (almoſt) 
unavoidable Conſequence of the Repeal on- P 
ly of one of them. 2 3 
4 Quot. 1⁰ ſay the Truth, I don't know but 0 
# % Admiſſion of Diſſenters into Offices, mh c 
; | | 2 
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bs 42 Fay 


oper Meg 
Church. hts of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


Part II. p. 34.) This, you'll fay, is a Pro- 
feſſion open and ingenuous enough, and ſuf- 
ficiently expreſſive of their main Deſign; 


but yet a late Pamphleteer has thought fit to 


venture a Step or two beyond this, and to 


expoſe the weak and dark Side of his Party 

in Manner and Form following. Quot. 5. As 
all Men are Fleſh and Blood, we cannot pro- 
miſe for our ſelves or our Poſterity, but that 


we may lay hold of an Opportunity ſome time 


or other, to fall in with thoſe Meaſures that 
may free us from Oppreſſion, without conſide- 
ring whether we be ſiriftly warranted by 
Law. | Letter from ſome Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ting Lay-Men, in the Behalf of that whole 
Body, to their Friends of the Britiſh Parlia- 


ment, @. p. 9.] Now, to paſs by ſeveral | 


other Queries that naturally ariſe from the 
preceding Quotations, I would only propoſe 
theſe following, 

Qu. III. Whether it does not now appear 
beyond Contradiction, that the Diſſenters are 
the molt. di/nterefied People in the Nation, 
and the «moſt hearty Well-Wiſhers to the 


preſent Government; ſince they declare, tis 


a Matter indifferent to them, whether Whig 

or Tory (or any other Party) be uppermoſt, 
ſo long as themſelves ſtand excluded? (Vid. 
Quot. 2. 3 | 


Whe- 


V Means to preſerve theſe Mens 
8 


(6) 
Whether the K. not as 
they have publickly, intimated, that the 


Government — e well ſerved, till they. 
are admitted into a Share of it? Whether 
to them 


Whether, if once they are admitted, we 


the Whiggs are not highly obl 
for publiſhing this kind — 22 


may not hope for a better Abridgment ot the 
Statutes, thai that publiſhed by Wingate," or 
any other > Whether that old Relick of Pope. 
90 Magna Charta, may not then be diſmiſs'd 

om its ancient Station by theſe zealous Pro- 
teſtant Reformers > (Quot. 3.) 


Whether the Repeal of 1 thoſe [ewe 
that were made under the Influence of a 


Miniſtry ſiippoſed to be Popiſnly affecte 
may not then be thought highly neceſſa 
and conducive to the 9 of cbel 
Proteſtant Kingdoms? Whether any Law 


that ſhould * ＋＋ in the Way of their Godly 
Proteſtant Deſigns, may not be | judg'd "to" 


ſuch 


receive its Being under the Influence 


a Miniſtry? (Vid. Quot. 3. again.) For as 


the abovementioned Well-wiſher to out 
Church and State obſerves, If the Lion will 
affirm; that the Hare s Ears are Horns, who 
ſhall conteft the Matter with him? (Intereſt 
of the Whiggs p. 14.) 

But before this . our Caſe, I may, I hope, 
have Liberty to proceed in my Queries, and 
to ask without Offence, 

Whe- 


6) | 
Whether, if the Admition of Diſſenters 
inta Offices be, even by the Acknowledgment 
of .Diſſe enters themſelves, an Inproper Means 
to preſerte aur Church, this ought not to 
be look d upon as a much ſtronger Argument 
againſt the Repeal. of the Teſt-Act, ec. 
than amy that has, or can be brought for it ? 
e 
Whether they, who when out of Power, 
do-not iftick to declare to. the World, that 
one tims ur other they may fall in with Mea- 
ſures nut ſtrictly warranted by Late, to free 
Bf themſelves from (whatever they are pleas'd 
Id cal) Oppreſſion: Whether theſe, I ſay, 
will not uſe their utmoſt Endeavour to bend 
che Laws, as they have the Goſpel, to their 
' own Mind, when once they are got into Pow- 
„ (Vid. Quot. 3. 5.) 19180 
- Whether tlierefore we ought not nw to 
1 believe what they ſay, as well as remember 
O | what they have done? Or rather 
Laſtly,” Whether, notwithſtanding ſuch 
frank and publick Declarations of their kind 
Intentions towards us, we ought in Charity 
to believe the quite contrary of them; and 
n. Conſequence of that, to throw open all 
the Doors of our Church, and remeve all 
unc hriſtian Fences out of the Way, and (as 
twas once rumour'd, the Spaniards would 
do, upoti the Approach of the French) leave 
bur ſelves naked and 8 and wholly 
| 1 at 


* 


( 18.) 


at the Mercy of theſe profe ed Blemies but 


(queſtionleſs!) real Rab andtry whether 


they can have the Heart to make ule of the 
Power: put into their Hands, or to do as 


they have formerly done, and ED they naw. 


tbreaten they will do again? #7 
Fourthly, My laſt Sort of Queries 1 5 

to Arians, Socinians, and Deiſi, 9. The Ari. 

ans, 1 need not tell you, or their Readers, 


deny the natural Deity of the Son and Ho- 


iv Ghoſt, for which 1 necd not bring Proofs. 
The Socinians go farther, and deny not on- 
ly the Divinity of Chriſt and the Holy 
Ghoſt, in every reſpect, but likewiſe the 
Reſurrection of the Body, and the Immor- 
tality of the Soul; or its Capacity of recei- 
ving Rewards or Puniſhments in a future 
date. | In zpſo primo homine toting Innmorta- 
litatis rationem uni gratiæ Dei Tribito, mc 
in ipſa Creatione quicquam innnortalis Via 
in homine agnoſco. . Again, Tantum id mii 
videtur ſtatui. poſſe poſt hanc vitam, hominis 
animam ſiue animum non ita. per. ſe fubſ ere, 
wt. mulla premia pannſ'ce ſentiat, vel etiam 
Ilia ſantiendi fit capax. Socin. Epiſt. 5. ad 
Johan. Volkelium] The Deifts —— all Re- 
velation by the Lump, condemn Chriſtianiy 
as an Impoſture, and look upon the whole 
Bible as no other than the Contrivance of 
knaves, and the Belief of Fools. 


Qu. IV. 


IV. 
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Qu. V. 8. t. Whether if Arianiſm goes on 
ſpreading and increaſing, as it has done of 
late Years, and as it daily does at this time, 
it may not in time come to be a Matter of 
Suſpicion and Doubt in the Minds of weak 
People, whether or no they have received 
valid Baptiſm? Or whether at laſt they may 
not be tempted to ask themſelves or others 
fich Queſtions as theſe 2 Can Arian Divines, 
tho' Epiſcopal, be ſuppoſed rightly qualitied 
to adminiſter the true Chriſtian Baptiſin, ac- 
cording to the avowed Senſe and Judgment 
of the Church of England? Does there not 
ſeem to be an eſſential Defect in the very 
Sacramental Form of Baptiſm, as adminiſtred 
by them? For is not a Miniſter's denying 
the Trinity of | Perſons in the Godhead, a 
denying the jrſt Authority of two of the Per- 
ſons in whoſe Name he a&s, and into whoſe 
Name he baptizes? And can a Miniſter 
that denies the jrft Authority of the Perſons 
in whoſe Name he acts, and into whoſe 
Name he baptizes, effectually apply the Seal 
of the Goſpel Covenant, or inſtrumentally 
convey the Benefits of Baptiſm 2 Whether, 
1 fay, if Arianiſm daily gets Ground, as it 
has of late, without Controul, ſuch Queſt. 
ons as theſe may not ſome time or other 
come to be canvaſſed? Or whether thoſe Pa- 
rents, who underſtood what the ' Arian 
Prieſts are, may not hereafter ſcruple to bring 
; 2 their 
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their Children to be baptized byanyClervy. 
man of the Church of Helau 1 rar 
or but ſuſpect before-hand; that he will ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, not in 
the Cat bolick Trinitatian Form, or àbcording 
to the received Doctrine of our Churcli, hut 
in the Name of God the Father and two df 
his Creatures ? | i THIASIY) 
Laſtly, Whether open and notorious Ari. 
ant can by any Orthodox Divine be Judged 
fit to receive the Sacrament according to the 
Ufage of the Church of England? 

F. 2. Whether Socinians and Deifts ( 
will not honour them ſo much, as to ask the 
Queſtion, Whether they are fit to rectiwe 
the Sacrament, but whether they) according 
to the Tenor of their Principles, can be ſup- ! 
poſed capable of being ho by an Oath, or 
em ever properly be ſaid to take one M he- 
ther the binding Force and Efficacy of àn I t 
Oath does not altogether depend upon à firm I ! 
Belief of future Rewards and Puniſkments? I 1 
Whether they who disbelieve theſe, cau t 
give any Security by Oath, or otherwiſe, of] 
the Truth of what they relate, promiſe, 'or I - 
teftify > Whether they who imagine they $ 
have no future Intereſt to loſe or forfeit, can MW ( 
7 

f 


: 


Take down any thing valuable ænongb, to 
bitid their Souls withal? Whether ſuch would 
ſcruple, upon any Conſideration of hereafter e 
To take falſe Oaths vs often 'as tendred to Þ 
8 | them? 
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them? Whether then a Governour had n 

as good; take the Words as the Oaths of ch 
— for their Allegiance: and Fidelity: 
Whether a Judge had not as good caſt Lots 
for the People's Lives or Fortuncs, as call 
forth ſuch Witneſſes > For what /, jonifies it, 
whether I tell Truth, as long as I fear not 4 
Revenger of Falſhood | ? Why ſhould I be a- 
fraid to tell 4 Lie upon that Bock, which I 
take to be hut 4 Falle it ſelf* What can 
make me ſhrink. at ſerving a 77 Turn by 
the Name of God, whilſt I doubt of his Be- 
ing, or  contemn his Providence? (Vid. 
Mr. Squire's Aſſize Sermon at Wells, p. 24.) 


What ſhould hinder me from gaining all the 


Advantages of this Life, ſo long as I I thought 
could do it, by pawning only an 7maginary 
Title to the next? In a word, What can tie 
up the Hands, and Hearts, and Tongues of 
thoſe Men from: Treachery, ee and the 
blackeſt Villany, who think by their Cun- 


ning to paſs undiſcovered here, and have no- 


thing to fear or hope for beyond the Grave? 
To conclude then. Whether the Religion 
if Oaths. is not, under God, the greateſt 
Support and Security of all Governments? 
Conſequently, Whether, if theſe come once 
to be ſlighted, contemn 'd, and render'd inef- 
fectual, as they muſk be) by, Infidelity, any 
equiuvaient Secur ity can be found out to ſu 
ply this fundamental Defect ? Whether that 


unlv er- 
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univerſal Qualification, Sincerity, ſo much 
talk'd of of late, may not fully anſwer the 
End of Oaths, provided it could once be 2. 
greed upon, what Sincerity is, and where it 
1s to be found? Or laſtly, Whether Hobbs's 
State of Nature would not, after all, he the 
moſt effectual Method to heal all our Brea. 
ches, and put an End to all our Diviſions, 
and fix us on a more firm and laſting Foun- 
dation; according to the pious Obſervation 
of a judicious Caſuiſt---The People had let. 
rer have no Religion, provided they are ſub- 
ject to the Law of Nature, than to be poſ- 
ſeſsd with it in the Circumſtances it is in 
with us? (Chriſtianity no Creature of State, 

E 7 ESE | 
4 50 much by way of Query----And now, 
Mr. Miſt, tis high time to ask Pardon of you 
and your Readers, for preſuming to take up 
ſo much of your Paper, and of their Time, 
with this large, over-grown Epiſtle, that by 
the Help of a Preface, a Poſtſcript, and a 
faſhionable Margin, might eaſily have been 
improved into a Six-peany Pamphlet. But 
all I ſhall ſay in Excuſe for my ſelf is, that 
I could not well be ſhorter, and could ſcarce 
forbear being much longer; and that if this 
be grown too bulky for one or.two Journal, 
you have my Leave to ſplit it into as many 
Parts as you pleaſe, and to give it a ſeparate 
Publication, or elſe to print it entirely * 
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ſelf, as you ſhall judge moſt proper, and as 
ſyits belt with your Convenience. . _. 
| have only now to add, that how rude. 
and unpoliſh'd ſoever the Queries here pro- 
poſed may appear to ſome of your curious 
Readers (who yet I hope, are not ſo unrea- 
ſonable as to expect the Air and Dreſs of a 
Courtier, from one living and Bred in the 
Countrey). yet, I am ſure, the Subject-Mat- 
ter of them is ſufficient to make amends for 
any Defects of my Management, and may 
well deſerve at this Juncture, the ſerious No- 
tice of every truly conſcientious Diſſenter, 
every Church of England Divine, and of 
thoſe that fit on the Bench, and plead at the 
Bar: Which therefore I humbly offer to 
their mature Conſideration, and with all due 
Deference ſubmit to the Judgment of my Su- 
periors. I am not conſcious to my ſelf of 
advancing any thing in this Letter that I may 
de afraid or aſham'd to own. I have con- 
tnted my ſelf to ſuggeſt only a few neceſſa- 
ry Hints, the farther Improvement of which 
| leave to Men of Learning and Leiſure. 
What Offence I may accidentally give to the 
Riſing Party, 1 neither know, nor much re- 
gard: All that 1 think my ſelf concern'd to 
declare, is, that I did not write with that 
Dean, nor pen theſe Queries from a mali- 
cious View of retaliating the many abomina- 
ble Slanders which they daily load us WIS 
15 | 90er 
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but purely out of a ſerious Concern for the 
Honour of our holy Religion, and our ex 


cellent Church, which God long preſerve. 

I know, Mr. Miſt, that my true Prote- 
ſtant Zeal for this hurck WI ill prevail with 
you, above any other Conſideration, to ex- 
cuſe thus 211 Trouble from ä 


Pour unknown Friend, 
Ar Mourne in nd «for S108 
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